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What inspired you to apply for an NPQ? 
I applied for the NPQSL because I want to make a wider difference to the student experience across 
the whole school than I can in a HoD role. Although I have a Master's degree in leadership, I wanted 
to build on this theoretical knowledge with practical applications. 

 

Why did you choose the School-Led Network as your chosen NPQ provider? 
I chose the School-Led Network because of the hub based near me in the North-West, and particularly 
around East Lancashire. The opportunity, post-Covid, to network face-to-face with other different 
settings in my local area was particularly attractive. 

 

Please describe your experience so far: 
It would have been wonderful to have done everything in-person, but unfortunately Covid has not yet 
permitted this. The online sessions, though, are best-in-class, allowing not just for delivery of content 
but also some group-work and one-to-one interaction. 

 

What advice would you give to someone who is thinking of applying for an 
NPQ? 
If you are aspiring to the next level of leadership, ask for a project at that level to be delegated to you, 
so you can put your learning into practice immediately. 

 

How will your NPQ impact on your own practice? 
There is a clear focus on identifying good practice in teaching and leadership, rather than identifying 
and 'fixing' bad practice. This is the key lesson from the first five months for me. 
 

What are your future career aspirations and how will your NPQ help with 
this? 
I am looking to move into Senior Leadership at my current school before completing the NPQSL; my 
school have eagerly supported my participation and value the outside experience it brings into our 
setting. 

ANDREW HENDERSON 


