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Job Title & Organisation: 
Executive Director & NPQ Facilitator, Outwood Institute of Education 

 

Career highlights/experience: 
I have worked at Outwood Grange Academies Trust since my NQT year in 2006; being part of the 
development and growth of the trust, supporting numerous schools and colleagues, has been a real 
privilege. In 2011, we applied to become a Teaching School and from that the Outwood Institute of 
Education was created; leading the OIE is a definite career highlight! More recently, I was privileged 
to be part of the DfE advisory group on Career Progression, which looked at the ECF and new NPQs.   

 

What excites you most about the new NPQ frameworks? 
I think progression through the frameworks that form the golden thread and the linking of research 
and application across them is a key strength and exciting for the system. Professional development 
is a key theme in all the frameworks, placing it at the forefront of essential practice for leaders at all 
levels and emphasising the importance of developing and supporting teachers and leaders at all levels. 
The introduction of the specialist NPQs and recognition that not all teachers wish to follow the linear 
leadership progression route allows further options for teachers to develop. 

 

What do you enjoy most about facilitating NPQs?  
I really enjoy working with the participants! It is so rare that we get the time to meet teachers and 
leaders from different schools and trusts and the NPQ cohorts facilitate this so well.  A key part of 
SLN’s approach is the use of examples of exemplary practice from across the profession, and 
facilitating the programmes allows me to see so much outstanding practice from different schools! 

 

Why are you proud to be a facilitator for the School Led Network/NPQs?  
I’m proud to be a facilitator for the School-Led Network as we are all about young people and 
children, and that is the motivation for everything we do. There are participants on the current 
cohorts I am facilitating who completed their teacher training with the OIE; seeing their progression 
and development from new teacher to new leader is a real highlight! 
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