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Job Title & Organisation: 
Secondary Director, Harris Federation 

 

Career highlights/experience: 
Having worked for Harris since 2005, I have many career highlights! Among them are leading the 
Student Commission across the Federation; attaining ‘outstanding’ judgements as the Principal of 
both Chobham Academy and Harris Beckenham; significantly raising standards and outcomes at Harris 
Peckham and overseeing the Literacy Network Group. More than anything is meeting some of the 
most fascinating, engaging and inspiring students as well as some extraordinarily talented, innovative 
staff and leaders. 

 

What excites you most about the new NPQ frameworks? 
There is a level of rigour which I think reflects the academic demands at each level of leadership the 
individual programme serves. The fact that we have decided to couch our programme in School Led 
Network means that we are offering throughout purposeful and effective – indeed exemplary – 
artefacts from outstanding providers. There is a clear, progressive sequence through the course which 
means that participants can explicitly see their progress. The focus on world class research (EEF etc) 
adds a dimension of current theory alongside the very practical advice and guidance therefore 
balancing the overall curriculum. 

 

What do you enjoy most about facilitating NPQs?  
There are few things better in our profession that having a room full of curious experts who are striving 
to better their practice! It is a real privilege to support colleagues in their next steps in education. 
There is a rich variety of activities and resources in the course materials which means the sessions are 
fast-paced and provide plenty of opportunity for interaction between colleagues. 

 

Why are you proud to be a facilitator for the School Led Network/NPQs?  
I deliver on the NPQH programme and feel proud (and honoured) to be shaping school leaders of the 
future. Being a headteacher is a phenomenal, and sometimes formidable job, so to offer insights from 
my own career which could be of use and purpose to future head teachers is truly rewarding. Being a 
Lead Provider through SLN, we know that the skills we imbue our leaders with are world class, so 
ensuring that this level of quality is future-proof is an honour. 

REBECCA HICKEY 


